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THE M. H. BIRGE & SONS WALL-PAPERS. 




CH1S progressive firm of wall-paper 
manufacturers produce three different 
lines of goods, namely, their jobbing, re- 
tail and Bpecial lines, -which, for the 
present season are more fully developed, 
both as to fineness of design and beauty 
: of coloring, than ever before in the hit- 
tory of the firm. 

Their jobbing line is manufactured 
especially for jobbers, and includes brown 
and white blanks, glimmers, silks, tints, 
bronzes of all grades, Birge patent pro- 
cess bronzes, scintillares, embossed gilts, a 
line of 23 inch goods, and ingrains with 
match frieze and ceilings. 

The retail line throughout consists of 
goods of a higher grade than their jobbing line, and ranges 
from brown and white blanks to tapestries and pressed papers. 
An important point in connection with their retail line is the 
fact that this firm is the only house in the country that manu- 
factures a line of goods having an exclusive line of blanks that 
is not in the jobber's hands. A dealer selling the Birge blanks 
can obtain a special price for same on account of such exclus- 



eoiblems. A most delightful rendering of this motive consists of 
yellow pansies on a buff ground, that would transform a cham- 
ber into a bower of gold. Another treatment consists of the 
employment of yellow and heliotrope in the petals of the flow- 
ers, which are again diversified in other patterns by means of 
red and yellow, the yellow fading to a dull white, with the ac- 
companiment of green stems. This charming composition, printed 
upon a pearl ground that gleams with the tones of maize, ecru, 
heliotrope and Empire green, forms the summum bonum of dainty 
delicate effects. The treatment of a simple motive like this with 
polychromatic colors outlined with gilt bronze, gives the effect 
of costly enamel and makes the paper really worth ten times 
its actual price. 

Another most charming composition is the use of the daffo- 
dil, that flower of which Tennyson sings— 

"the daffodil, 
That comes before the swallow dares, and takes 
The winds of March with beauty." 
The daffodil pattern is a diamond shaped device, consisting 
of a bouquet of daffodils, tied with ribbons, to which are at- 
tached garlands of jangling bells, the whole reminding one of the 
music and beauty of nature. The frieze, in green and yellow 
daffodils, is printed upon a wreath of yellow joy bells, while the 
ceiling pattero is a recurring stencil of a triad of bells attached 
to a ribbon. The many color changes in which this fine pattern 
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Inferior Decorated with a "Birge Process"' Bronze Wall-Paper. Made by M. H. Birge & Sons. 



iveness. Both the retail and special lines are distributed ex- 
clusively by Birge's own salesmen, and none of the goods com- 
prised in these two lines are in the hands of jobbers. 

THE RETAIL LISTE. 

Many of the patterns produced in white and brown blanks 
are carried into silks and embossed gilts. The patterns in other 
grades have even a wider range of treatment. Floral composi- 
tions are a characteristic of the new season's goods. A charm- 
ing conception consists of delicate sprays of primrose and violet, 
strewn upon the field of the wall design, the border consisting 
of garlands of cowslips, forget-me-nots and violets, interlaced 
with ribbons. The ceiling is an interlacement of variously 
colored ribbons that meander on delicate grounds. Other floral 
papers have natural roses, engarlanded with ribbons in bright 
colors on light grounds. The borders have wreaths of roses 
and ribbons, printed on blended grounds, while on the ceilings 
are stencilled traceries of ribbons and roses. In style and fini&h 
their blanks are equal to the fiats produced by many other 
firms, and in their line of flats finer effects are produced. 

The pansy blossom makes an admirable decoration for their 
flats and silk goods. It consists of repeats of cut blossoms, strewn 
in regular order over the wall-paper, and the frieze is composed 
of bouquets of pansies, alternating with shield effects in con- 
trasting colors, which are themselves emblazoned with floral 



is produced reminds one of the musical changes that can be 
rung on the bells themselves. 

The lily of the valley, in naturale&que treatment, is another 
flue conception, and is produced either in flat colors or in colors 
accompanied with giimmer, scintillare and gold. Its treatment 
in its natural colors of green and white, with gold enrichment, 
makes it one of the most popular selling patterns. 

We might go on describing the endless line of floral patterns, 
of chrysanthemums enriched with glimmer and morning glories 
printed on skies of elouded pearl, of Greek honeysuckles, of 
clover blossoms, of La France roses, "yellow, glorious, golden," 
enriched with bronze and mother of- pearl— but must draw the 
line somewhere. All these patterns are eminently suitable for 
chambers, young ladies and children's rooms, all of which can 
be most economically enriched with the elegance and beauty of 
such patterns. 

A noticeable feature in many of the new patterns is the use 
of colored stripes printed either in contrasted colors, or in alter- 
ations of color and scintillare or pearl. On one of these striped 
grounds is printed a large Iris, that flaunts its gaily colored 
stems and petals on stripes of silver and gold. There are quite 
a number of patterns printed in chintz effects, after the delicate 
style of French eighteenth century conceptions. Modern decor- 
ative art is to a large degree indebted for these beautiful com- 
positions to that most refined period of French art, when 
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cavaliers and high-bred dames, weary of the conventionality of the 
orthodox styles, returned once more to nature, and played the 
r61e of ideal shepherds and shepherdesses, and our modern 
chintz papers are direct reproductions of the flowered sacques 
of the ladies who lived in that gallant age. Garlands of roses, 
with or without the accompaniment of pastoral trophies, or 
the trophies of love, are printed in softly contrasting colors on 
delicate grounds. Many are printed on striped grounds, the 
stripes being an orthodox element of the composition. 

The masterly manner in which the pearl-like substance 
known as scintillare is produced by the firm, has long been a 
matter of applause throughout the entire trade, and the fresh 
departures in the use of this most decorative material will be 
hailed with satisfaction by dealers everywhere. The most sig- 
nificant effects, in our judgment, consist in the printing of floral 
patterns with intensively colored scintillare. There is a pattern 
of blue violets, printed on deep blue scintillare, whose petals 
have the gleam of the burnished wings of some tropical insect, 
and there are roses, printed and embossed, that fairly gleam 
with luminous colors. 

There is quite a large line of new combinations in " Birge 
Process" bronzes, made by a process patented by Birge & Son. 
These, while extremely brilliant, are not so staring as patterns 
made by the old varnish process. The bronze is printed right 
up to the color — in fact the color is printed on top of the 
bronze, so as to bind same, thus making the gold print of pat- 
terns as much a part of the device as though printed in color. 
This was only possible to the old varnish process in goods made 
by hand. The Birge Process bronzes hold certainly a foremost 
place amongst the most finished gilt papers in the market. 

With a view to furnishing dealers with the very best grade 
of goods manufactured, Messrs. Birge & Sons have this year 
added to their usual line a fine line of pressed papers, some of 
which are in white, and others finished in pearl and bronze. 

Amongst the decorated patterns are many notable tile 
designs, with double band borders, colored in delicate tint*, 
with or without bronze grounds. Rose pink, heliotrope, China 
blue and lemon yellow are the most favored colors. 

They have also introduced a new line of tapestry papers in 
sombre treatments. For halls, dining-rooms and libraries, these 
are extremely serviceable for the soft and dignified schemes of 
decoration required. 

SPECIAL GOODS. 

The special line of goods made by Birge & Sons has all 
the merit of hand -made papers, with the additional recommenda- 
tion of economy in price as the result of its being produced by 
machinery. The firm prides itself on the fact that it can repro- 
duce the finest effects of hand-made goods by their special 
machinery. These magnificent goods are thus placed within 
reach of the every-day trade. In these special goods the latest 
and most ingenious processes of machinery, allied to the highest 
taste in decorative art, have produced veritable wonders in 
wall hangings. Some of the patterns are printed on 22-inch 
goods, but the majority are 30-inch goods, and they differ from 
the retail line in breadth of design and elaboration of 
treatment. 

It is for daring originality of embossed effects that the new 
Birge hangings are celebrated. One grade reproduces the effects 
of decorated canvas or burlap ; another the effects of decorated 
linens, and others are exact fac similies of decorated leathers, 
tapestries, laces, embroideries and porcelain tiles. 

A new embossing consists of a realistic representation of 
Brussels silk lace, on grounds of softly colored pearl, and on 
this beautiful foundation are printed foliage ard flowers, until 
the eye is weary of their beauty. 

There is a dainty conception in the Marie Antoinette style 
for panelled rooms. The color of the ground is repeated in the 
styling around each panel, which is enclosed with delicate 
moulding. In treating the room a tint can always be found 
to match the ground, and the use of the blended frieze, the 
ground of the lower part of which matches with the wall tint, 
and the ground of the upper part with the tint of the ceiling, 
places at the disposal of the decorator a complete scheme of 
decoration for every possible exigency. 

Another delightful motive consists of daisies and poppies 
printed on a striped ground with blended frieze, which is in- 
valuable for chambers. The stripes in the ground are in yellow 
and green, grey and blue, or other combinations, and in some 



striped papers a polka dot is the only ornamentation, for which a 
suitable frieze is provided. A beautiful method of decorating a 
room is to run the paper up to two-thirds of the height of the 
wall, over which is placed a moulding, and above the moulding 
a set figure is used in the same coloring as that of the wall, 
with the addition of a frieze on top, a treatment which increases 
the height of the apartment. Many of the Birge papers lend 
themselves to such a method of decoration, which is an agree- 
able change from the usual style of wall-paper and frieze. 

Speaking of stripes, we must here remark that the finest 
pattern in striped goods that we have ever seen, is the com- 
position known as the puckered stripe, produced by Birge & 
Sons for the present season. The composition is a stripe upon a 
stripe, the embossing of the goods to a large degree helping 
out the realistic use of color. The simple embossing of the paper, 
however, is not enough, but in connection therewith the com- 
bined effect is obtained by pressing or stretching the narrow 
decorative stripe that runs along the paper at regular inter- 
vals, producing an actual pucker on the ribbon, which is in- 
tended to remain after the paper is hung on the wall. The 
firm are to be congratulated upon the absolute success of this 
most charming innovation, and the pattern is one that is sure 
to be appreciated. 

Many charming conceptions are produced with a German 
rendering of the Rococo scroll as a fundamental factor. This Ger- 
man coquillage is a most attractive rendering of what is properly 
a French motive, and among the papers under observation the 
scroll is printed usually in scintillare, mother of pearl or bronze, 
with an accompaniment of bouquets of flowers. 

The many representations of textile fabrics are for the 
present season decorated afresh with novel conceptions. Scrolls 
of roses are thrown upon a field of a cloth of gold and others 
on a linen embossing, the ground being further enriched with 
an ivory glimmer. Heraldic scrolls and foliages are printed on 
blended grounds, and throughout the range of decorative effects 
the designs grow bolder and more modern as book after book 
of patterns is exhibited. There are imitations of illuminated 
leather, embossed with tooled leather effects, more perfect than 
the originals, and the patterns in their leather papers printed 
on Waldorf green and tan grounds are in every way superb. 

In their magnificent line of special tapestries, the saddened 
colors of woven tapestry are strongly in evidence. In connec- 
tion with these tapestry patterns are produced frescoed friezes 
and ceilings in which the tones of the tapestry are reproduced 
in a different method of decoration, to give a light and airy 
ceiling to what might be otherwise a very gloomy apartment. 
The tulips and roses, printed in age-worn stains, are in them- 
selves a study in color effects. 

Their special stamped (pressed) papers, reproduce the effects 
of glazed tiles printed in blues, reds and browns. Blended 
friezes are a new thing in pressed papers, and many beautiful 
examples of this kind of decoration are shown. Some of the 
pressed papers are colored to imitate flock papers. There are 
rich Renaissance designs in walnut leather colorings that would 
be very suitable for the decoration of dining-rooms. Their 
white pressed papers are similar to lignomur and such like 
fabrics. Some of the papers are not to be distinguished from 
real ivory carving or real silks, and while admiring the wonder- 
ful beauty of the goods, we are shown others equally beautiful 
of a totally different character. 

There are papers reproducing the effects of metal ceilings, 
glittering in all the hues of burnished lacquer, and papers in 
tile effects that outvie the beauty of the porcelain walls of the 
Alhambra. 

When we say that the Birge papers for the present season 
, are printed in twelve thousand . different colors, some idea is 
given of the vast resources of the firm as manufacturers of dec- 
orative art hangings. 

A. line of goods special to this season's trade is their ingrains, 
with blended and stippled friezes and ceilings. The wall-paper 
is produced in a range of special Birge colorings that are not in 
the hands of jobbers, and costs no more money than ordinary 
ingrains. In these we observe tones of Continental yellow, 
Waldorf green, tobacco brown, tapestry blue, golden green and 
flesh pink. The friezes are usually floral scrolls printed in con- 
trasting colors. 

The Birge line of papers as a whole is a magnificent tribute 
to modern decorative art, and one of which the firm has every 
reason to be proud. 
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